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New Titles for Children and Young People
Baker, Betty. At the Center of the World; Based on Papago and Pima Myths; Illus. by
Murray Tinkelman. Macmillan, 1973. 53p. $4.95.
Illustrated with grave, romantic pictures that reflect the mood of a long and beauti-
R fully written story that incorporates some of the myths and legends of the Pima
4-6 and Papago, this is a fine source for storytelling as well as reading aloud or reading
independently. The myths tell the story of Earth Magician's creation of the earth
and its creatures, the animal-gods who came first and helped guide his work, and
of Eetoi, son of Earth and Sky, who gave life to the people made of red earth.
"And his people settled near him at the center of the world," the story ends. A
superb interpretation.
Battles, Edith. One to Teeter-Totter; illus. by Rosalind Fry. Whitman, 1973. 30p. Trade
ed. $3.25; Library ed. $2.44 net.
A pleasant story for the young child, One to Teeter-Totter describes a small
Ad boy who has just moved into a house and has nobody with whom to play. His
2-5 mother suggests that all he has to do is say, "Hello," but Jeffrey says he can't
yrs. do that. He tries all sorts of things to balance on the other end of a teeter-tooter,
and is delighted when a little girl wanders by; he had thought the teeter-totter was
the best thing in his new home, now he knows it is next-best to a friend. The
story would be slight were it not for the fact that in the course of Jeffrey's experimen-
tation all sorts of ideas are presented about balance, leverage, and momentum,
ideas that are implicit rather than stated but that can initiate observation and deduc-
tion.
Bellairs, John. The House with a Clock in Its Walls; illus. by Edward Gorey. Dial, 1973.
179p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.58 net.
Newly orphaned, Lewis is a plump ten-year-old who has come to life with his
Ad Uncle Jonathan; he finds himself very much at home in the old, odd mansion and
5-7 he quickly becomes fond of both Uncle Jonathan and his next-door neighbor and
boon companion, Mrs. Zimmerman. But there's something odd going on: the ticking
noise in the walls of the house, the strange things Uncle Jonathan does; Lewis
discovers that his uncle has magic powers, that he himself has acquired some occult
ability, and that there is a major power struggle between their well-meant white
magic and the dire plans of an extinct (but haunting) former owner. Black magic
against white, good against evil; the mood and suspense are artfully created and
the illustrations exactly right for the eerie tale. The plot is a bit cumbersome at
some points in the story, but it's imaginative, the characters and dialogue are con-
vincing, and the relationship between Lewis and his adult friends is sympathetically
drawn.
[ 37]
Bond, Michael. The Tales of Olga da Polga; illus. by Hans Helweg. Macmillan, 1973. 114p.
$4.95.
The creator of Paddington uses the same format for Olga da Polga, episodic
R chapters loosely strung together and just right for reading alound to children for
4-5 whom the vocabulary is too difficult to cope with alone. Olga is a guinea pig who
thinks like a human being, and who talks to other animals, but who-unlike Padding-
ton-does not communicate with people; she behaves like a guinea pig and is treated
like one. Here the humor is not so much in Olga's adventures, since she is hutch-
bound, but in her personality. Complacently confident of her own charms and given
to outrageous invention when it suits her purpoe, Olga's tales are told to other
animals with such assurance that they believe her impromptu fibs readily. Not as
much action here as in the Paddington stories, but the humor and vitality of the
writing make Olga and her tall tales highly amusing.
Branley, Franklyn Mansfield. Think Metric! illus. by Graham Booth. T. Y. Crowell, 1973.
53p. Trade ed. $4.50; Library ed. $5.25 net.
A distinguished scientist, writing in the expectation of an adoption of the metric
R system in this country, explains how the system works and describes its advantages
4-6 over our present system of measurement both in terms of efficiency and of transla-
tion. The text begins with historical background, goes on to the establishment of
the metric system, and presents translation problems that can familiarize the reader
with the metric system. A chart that compares English and metric measurements
for many terms is appended. While the writing style is clear and the explanations
lucid, this is a book so filled with solid paragraphs of facts that it seems heavier
than most of Branley's books, perhaps in part due to the fact that the text is continu-
ous.
Briggs, Raymond. Father Christmas. Coward, 1973. 28p. illus. $4.95.
From England, a book in comic strip style by a Greenaway Award winning author-
R illustrator portrays Christmas Eve as Santa sees it. Dreaming of tropic weather,
K-3 he grumbles his way through the preparations for a long, cold night of work: feeding
the animals, loading the sleigh, packing a snack. He grumbles at chimneys, catches
cold, wearily distributes gifts, and rides home to a steaming bath and a solitary
Christmas dinner. Last frame: looking at the reader, Father Christmas grumbles,
"Happy blooming Christmas to you, too!" It's original, it's engaging, and the pic-
tures are delightful.
Brown, Roy. Flight of Sparrows. Macmillan, 1973. 151p. $4.95.
Keith had been unjustly convicted, Scobie was a tough young criminal; together
Ad they had run away from a reformatory and taken refuge in the basement of a con-
7-9 demned building in a squalid London neighborhood. Two other boys were already in
the basement, one a brash, brisk London derelict and the other a mute, scarred boy.
Together the four scavenged and pilfered until they were discovered. There is cer-
tainly incidental action, but no real story line; this is a "slice of life" book, dramatic in
its harsh reality and convincing in characterization, but the writing style is often
turgid and the ending of the book weak.
Carle, Eric. Have You Seen My Cat? Watts, 1973. 21p. illus. $4.95.
Vividly colored collage illustrations, effective against the clean, blank background,
Ad picture a small boy in search of his cat. "Have you seen my cat?" he asks, and
3-5 a man points; turn the page, and there is a lion. The boy asks a cowhand; turn
yrs. the page, and there is a bobcat, and so on. All of the members of the cat family
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that are shown are identified on the endpapers, so that the book has some usefulness
as well as being attractive and having game appeal. Since the boy asks a desert
nomad, and various others from other lands, this is not a realistic story, and certainly
it is not very substantial as information, but it nicely combines fact and fun in
very attractive form.
Carrick, Carol. Beach Bird; by Carol and Donald Carrick. Dial, 1973. 28p. illus. Trade
ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.58 net.
In describing the day of a herring gull, the authors give a good picture of the
Ad creatures of a tidal community; the illustrations, although effective in establishing
K-3 mood, are at times adequate for identification and at other times blurred. The text
describes the gull's hunting for food, vying with swans (unsuccessfully) for territory,
flying and feeding with other gulls, resting for the night by the edge of the sea,
standing, his bill tucked into his feathers. Informative but not broad in scope, the
text may be limited in its appeal by the static quality of the writing.
Carriere, Anne. Jennifer's Walk; illus. by Arthur Getz. Golden Press, 1973. 24p. (Golden
Books). Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $4.40 net.
An oversize book in which the text and illustrations combine effectively to evoke
Ad the mood of a warm summer day and a child's pleasure in her solitary ramble. Jennifer
K-3 goes off through the flowery meadow, runs with the lambs, feeds an apple to a
horse, peers at her reflection in a brook, explores an old barn, and so on-always
making sure that she can see her home so she won't be lost. The action is small-scale
and the writing style verges on sweetness, but setting and mood carry the story
adequately and the pictures, in a style that will be familiar to readers of the New
Yorker magazine, have a sunny and colorful appeal.
Carroll, Ruth (Robinson). Rolling Downhill. Walck, 1973. 30p. illus. $3.75.
A wordless picture book is illustrated with pictures that are repetitive but are
Ad carried by the action, by the note of humor that appears occasionally, and by the
2-5 appeal of the frisky animals who cavort through the pages. A cat and dog, playing
yrs. about with a ball of yarn that has been knocked from a basket, roll down-hill and
into a pond; they scamper about meeting other animals, avoid a skunk, make a
quick exit from a raccoon's home, make an even quicker escape from a bear. Tired,
they go home, and the story ends with the cat looking with happy anticipation
at the original basket. Not much of a story line, but a gratifyingly easy book for
a small child to "read."
Carter, Dorothy Sharp, ad. The Enchanted Orchard; And Other Folktales of Central
America; selected and ad. by Dorothy Sharp Carter; illus. by W. T. Mars. Harcourt,
1973. 126p. $4.75.
Handsomely illustrated, this excellent collection has wide variety, a fluent and
R colloquial style in the retellings, and a section of notes that give backgrounds and
5-7 sources. The tales include myths and legends from early Indian cultures, animal
tales and "why" stories, and some ghostly tales. All of the selections are quite
brief, and the anthology reflects broadly the diversity and mores of Central American
cultures.
Cebulash, Mel. Baseball Players Do Amazing Things; illus. with photographs. Random
House, 1973. 69p. Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $3.37 net.
A compilation of colorful incidents in baseball history includes material that has
been used and used again in collective and individual biographies, baseball fact
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Ad books, and as dressing for books on playing baseball. What is unusual is the fact
2-4 that the vocabulary makes the book suitable for readers in the primary grades;
the anecdotes are told simply and briefly but with restraint, so that the book can
be used for older readers who find reading difficult. Marred slightly by a profusion
of exclamation points (literally, as well as in tone) the book should nevertheless
prove very useful for the young baseball fan.
Chalon, Jon. The Voyage of the Floating Bedstead. Bobbs-Merrill, 1973. 28p. illus. $5.00.
An oversize book, first published in England, tells a patchwork-form story: it
NR gets off to a structured start and then goes in staccato fashion, at relentless pace,
K-2 from one episode to another. Not successful as fantasy, the book's minimal appeal
may be in the slightly-Slobodkin scrawly, lively pictures. Two children make a
boat out of an old bedstead and other scraps, they are joined by another pair of
children who parachute down from a bridge, they go to the ocean floor and find
an aquatic farm and a plastic house, they are wrecked and discover that they are
on an island when Mr. and Mrs. Knorr help them salvage the bedstead and build
an ark, and off they go with two Knorrs, two sets of children, two sheep, two
geese, two hens, and so on. They sail back home.
Colman, Hila. Chicano Girl. Morrow, 1973. 191p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.59 net.
Living in the hopeless poverty and isolation of a rural Mexicano community in
R Arizona, Donna yearned for the American way of life she saw reflected in television
7-10 programs. On her visit to relatives in Tucson, she decided, she would get a job,
use the money to go to beauty school, and never come back. Her cousins made
her welcome, and Donna did get a job in a Tucson shopping center, a job where
she met a Chicano university student, Romero-but he wasn't interested in girls,
only in the cause, La Raza; the one Anglo boy she met had expected her to be
a pushover, just as her Tucson kin had told her. Slowly Donna began to see what
Romero was talking about when he pleaded for education and participation, to see
what her cousins were talking about when they argued that money alone didn't
make a Chicano acceptable to the Anglos. The book ends with Donna home again,
disillusioned by the injustice and bias she has seen but committed to bettering the
situation, angry for the first time but involved in the struggle. Although the story
is uneven in pace, it is moving in its candor and its empathy with Donna's conversion
from naive daydreamer to proud, determined fighter.
Crary, Margaret. Susette La Flesche: Voice of the Omaha Indians. Hawthorn, 1973. 174p.
$5.95.
A fictionalized biography, well documented and carefully indexed, gives a vivid
R picture of the way in which American Indians were persecuted, as well as an interest-
6-9 ing one of the staunch and dedicated Susette La Flesche. An Omaha, she had
had excellent schooling and she felt that she must speak out for her friends in
the Ponca tribe who had lost their lands and been sent to Oklahoma. The record
of broken treaties, appeals ignored, warped news releases, and the petty tyranny
of agents is familiar, but'the courage and persistence of a nineteenth century Indian
girl-in a time when Indians were not legal persons and an Indian woman had
no rights-add poignancy to the story. Susette La Flesche met some of the major
reformers and cultural leaders of the time in the course of her lecture tours, and
many of them joined with her and other Omaha leaders in working for the legislation
that finally, in 1881, restored their homes to the Ponca Indians.
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Cutler, Ebbitt. I Once Knew an Indian Woman; illus. by Bruce Johnson. Houghton, 1973.
69p. $3.95.
First published in Canada in 1967, this short novel about an Iroquois woman
R the author met during her childhood vacations was awarded first prize in the Cana-
7- dian Centennial Literary Competitions. It is told as a first-person reminiscence,
written in a quiet, conversational style with very little dialogue; it captures both
the tempo of life in a resort village and the colorful personalities of some of its
characters, particularly that of Madame Dey, the protagonist. Proud, independent,
self-reliant, and compassionate, Madame Dey was low in the village caste system
but it was she who cast a mantle of dignity on a tragic situation when a stranger
drowned. The cure didn't appear when notified, the hotel refused to take the corpse.
"They can't just leave him there like that for his parents to come and find him,"
she said, and carried the body from the station platform where it lay to her own
house, laid out the corpse, and lighted candles, so that the grieving parents would
find their son properly cared for. Through the heavy burden of her own troubles
she understood the needs of others, and she cared enough to make an effort for
strangers. Very impressive, very sophisticated.
Edwards, Lynne. Dead as the Dodo; by Lynne and Brian Edwards. Parents' Magazine,
1973. 32p. Trade ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.19 net.
Living comfortably, with all the accoutrements of a wealthy human being, the
Ad Dodo had become, by intensive study, a bird so erudite that his neighbors called
3-4 him the "Bird of Knowledge." When a bird identification book was washed ashore,
the Dodo was astounded to read that he was extinct and set off for London to
prove otherwise. When he challenged Parliament, he was told to prove it by falling
or flying; pushed off the top of Big Ben, the Dodo flew off. His examiners said,
"Obviously not a Dodo," and went off for a spot of lunch. While the book may
have more meaning for a British child, the references are still oblique for the pre-
school audience for whom the publisher has designated it and the format too much
that of a picture book to attract most independent readers. There is humor, but
the enjoyment of that, too, depends in part on poking fun at Parliament.
Elgin, Kathleen. The Human Body: The Muscles; written and illus. by Kathleen Elgin.
Watts, 1973. 71p. $3.95.
As in other of Elgin's books on human physiology, this is a meticulously illustrated
R book, with excellent integration of text and pictures, and a writing style that is
3-5 explicit and detailed. After a general discussion of the three kinds of muscle tissue
and the ways in which muscles operate, the author describes the important muscles
of each part of the human body. An index is appended.
Estes, Eleanor. The Coat-Hanger Christmas Tree; illus. by Suzanne Suba. Atheneum, 1973.
79p. $5.50.
"I don't believe in doing something just because a million other people do it,"
R their mother had said, "Now just don't nag me any more about trees." But Marianna
4-6 and her brother, ten and eleven, still longed for a Christmas tree; even Marianna's
friend who lived on a boat had a Christmas tree. Stealthily the children brought
discarded trees home and put them in the back yard-and were ordered to throw
them away. When Marianna had the idea of making an artificial tree from coat-
hangers, however, her mother was delighted and even contributed a string of lights.
So, in a way, Marianna had her tree. The plot isn't strong, but the characterization
is convincing, and the story is appealing in the same way that the books about
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the Moffats are: gentle, cozy, realistic, achieving a sense of family life and home
atmosphere that frame and permeate the small events of the action.
Forsman, Bettie. From Lupita's Hill; illus. by Michael Hampshire. Atheneum, 1973. 265p.
$6.50.
San Felipe is a small Mexican town plagued by drought, and Lupita the daughter
M of a poor stonecutter. Romantic and imaginative, Lupita dreams and daydreams
5-7 of a magical dress, white and shining, and later when she finds a hidden spring
she is convinced she has supernatural power. She begins to believe in her own
magic ability and even convinces some of the townspeople; it is however, the diver-
sion of her spring to irrigate the parched land by which Lupita-helped by two
friends-makes her real contribution. The Mexican background is realistically
evoked, and the author has drawn an interesting trio in Lupita, the wealthy ranch
owner's daughter Cristina, and the American turista Amy. The writing style is
adequate but the characterization seems labored, especially in depicting Lupita's
almost neurotic dreams and convictions, and the story is uneven in pace.
Foster, Genevieve (Stump). The World of William Penn; illus. by the author. Scribner,
1973. 189p. $5.95.
A convert when he was sixteen to the Society of Friends, William Penn was
R cast off by his father and was imprisoned in the Tower of London for his beliefs.
4-7 This is not a full biography, although the last pages summarize the events of Penn's
declining years, but a broad view of happenings throughout the civilized world
in the year in which he was most active as a Quaker and was establishing the
settlements of Pennsylvania. Like other Foster books, this "World" moves, shuttle-
fashion, from episodes in Penn's life to events in England and the Continent, the
Far East and colonial America. Like the others, it is engrossing as a broad view
of history; unlike the earlier books, it is not oversize and therefore a bit easier
to handle. An index is appended.
Garelick, May. Runaway Plane; illus. by Jozef Sumichrast. O'Hara, 1973. 27p. Trade ed.
$2.50; Library ed. $2.99 net.
A toy plane, wound up, goes careening along; it blows off a man's hat, hits
M a hive of bees, knocks flowers off a woman's hat, tears a hole in a sheet, flies
2-3 into a grocery store and knocks over some jars of honey that fall on a robber who-
stunned and sticky-is caught. The two boys who have been chasing the plane are
rewarded by a promise of ice cream once a week. Some of the incidents are exagger-
ated or improbable, but this is a brand of humor that appeals strongly to some
children. The concept is slight, but it has plenty of action; the rhyming text occasion-
ally doesn't scan and the contrivances of the incidents at times seem to be introduced
for the sake of providing a rhyme. The illustrations are in the contemporary fuzzy-
grotesque trend.
Ginsburg, Mirra, tr. Three Kittens; tr. from the Russian of V. Suteyev by Mirra Ginsburg;
illus. by Giulio Maestro. Crown, 1973. 26p. $4.95.
Lively illustrations add vitality to a slight and rather staid text. Three kit-
Ad tens-black, white, and grey-tumble about, chase a mouse that has dived into
3-5 a can of flour and emerge all-white; they chase a toad into a an abandoned stove-pipe
yrs. and emerge all black; they dive into a pond to chase a fish and emerge dripping;
when they dry, they are back to normal color. The pictures have the same simplicity
of background and attention to detail as Parnall's but lack the elegance of line.
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Gray, Genevieve. Keep an Eye on Kevin; Safety Begins at Home; illus. by Don Madden.
Lothrop, 1973. 36p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
Lisa, whose attempts at curling up with a good book were constantly interrupted
Ad by the affectionate and unwelcome attentions of three-year-old Kevin, was left with
3-4 the injunction to "Keep an eye on Kevin," when her mother went off on a brief
errand. Kevin's ploys and pranks include playing with a spray can, climbing on
a wagon to reach something, eating toast that has fallen on the floor, etc. Lisa,
trying to get Kevin's shoes on, puts one shoe down on a still-hot burner but is
quick-witted enough to turn a fan on when the shoe begins to smoulder, and to
treat her brother's bump later. Mother returns, sorts things out, and praises Lisa
for the way she has coped. There is no explanation for why Lisa doesn't remove
the shoe with a utensil or a potholder or, as Mother does when she returns, by
a shoelace. The drawings are animated, the maternal attitude sensible, the purpose
frankly didactic, since a list of safety rules (including many that do not apply to
the story) is appended. The writing style is adequate and there is a trace of humor
in the antics of small Kevin, but this seems less appropriate for the ages 4-8 audience
designated by the publisher than for the independent reader to whom the last safety
rule is presumably addressed: "Set a good example for smaller children. Obey safety
rules and they will too."
Greenfeld, Howard. Gertrude Stein; A Biography. Crown, 1973. 147p. illus: $5.95.
Of the four biographies of Gertrude Stein published recently (those by Rogers
R and by Wilson are reviewed below; Burnett's was reviewed in the April, 1973 issue)
7- this is the most sensitive in evoking Stein's personality and most thorough in analysis
of her as an author. Greenfeld concentrates on the years in Paris, creating vividly
the atmosphere of cultural ferment in which Gertrude Stein played so large a part.
A lucid book. A list of books by Stein, a bibliography of books on Stein or her
period, and an index are appended.
Gutman, Bill. Hank Aaron. Grosset, 1973. 87p. illus. Trade ed. $3.99; Paperback ed. $1.50.
Less fictionalized than May's Hank Aaron Clinches the Pennant, written for the
R same age group, and with more vitality of style, this is otherwise much the same,
3-5 with coverage of Aaron's childhood, his years in black baseball leagues and on
the major League farm club circuit, his career highlights as a major league superstar,
and some information on his personal life and his role as a black player. Several
pages of statistics are appended. The approach is dignified enough to make the
book useful, also, for slow older readers.
Hallinan, P. K. We're Very Good Friends, My Brother and I; written and illus. by P. K.
Hallinan. Childrens Press, 1973. 32p. Trade ed. $4.50; Library ed. $3.38 net.
Cartoon-style illustrations and a sometimes-rhyming text in first person describe
M the affection and occasional disaffection of two small brothers. "We do lots of
3-5 fun things, my brother and I/ we hop all around/ we fall on the ground/ we hide
yrs. in the forest when a monster's around." The book has a positive attitude and a
cheerful tone, but it is weakened by a lack of focus, little action, mediocre writing
style, and by being repetitive.
Harris, Christie. Once More Upon a Totem; illus. by Douglas Tait. Atheneum, 1973. 195p.
$5.95.
Three stories based on legends of Indians of the North West Coast are illustrated
with bold, dramatic designs that incorporate the motifs of totem carvings. The first
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R tale is one used by several tribes, an explanation of salmon migration, "The Prince
4-7 Who Was Taken Away by the Salmon," a long story that explains many cultural
patterns of the tribes of the Northern Nations. The second tale, "Raven Traveling,"
is one of the many legends of a major trickster character, an episodic version that
focuses on Raven as a glutton; the third, "Ghost Story," reveals the acceptance
of a spirit world in a narrative about a young prince who learns to slip out of
his body, join the ghosts, and rescue those who have just died, bringing them back
to life. The writing merges the folk style and some moder idiom quite successfully.
Helfman, Harry. Making Pictures Without Paint; illus. with photographs by the author.
Morrow, 1973. 47p. Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.56 net.
A number of techniques and media are described in a text that serves well as
Ad an introduction for the neophyte craftsman, although no one aspect is covered in
3-6 depth. Some of the media discussed are collages of various kinds, stitchery and
string pictures, rubbings, mosaics and torn paper picturers, and window trans-
parencies. The writing is clear, but the lack of step-by-step illustrations for some
of the projects limits the usefulness of the book, as does the fact that no information
about materials, procedures, or sources of supplies is set apart from the text.
Hieatt, Constance, ad. The Castle of Ladies; illus. by Norman Laliberte. T. Y. Crowell,
1973. 72p. $4.50.
Another romantic quest of Sir Gawain is adroitly retold in a graceful and flowing
R style, the material adapted from several threads of the Arthurian fabric. Spurned
5-7 by the Lady Maudisante, Gawain nevertheless sets out to rescue her sister, who
is the captive of a wicked enchanter and is guarded by a fearful monster. Sir Gawain
has several adventures en route, all of them tied neatly into his major quest. Natu-
rally, he triumphs over adversity, overcomes a manticore and a basilisk, wins the
respect and love of the disdainful Maudisante, rescues the prisoner, and gains the
magical Sword of the Strange Scabbard for his own. Wonderful to read alone, to
read aloud, to use for storytelling.
Hildick, E. W. Kids Commune; illus. by Oscar Liebman. White, 1973. 153p. $5.76.
Feeling that his parents are overbearing and hypocritical, fourteen-year-old Tony
M prevails on his younger brother and sisters to join in his declaration of independence.
5-6 The four children barricade themselves in the family's guest house and announce
that they are the first children's commune in America (cutely spelled "Amerika").
Joined by other children, who for various reasons quit the commune (it isn't really
a commune) the four Kershaw children leave only when one becomes ill, but they
have gained their objectives, their parents agreeing to sign a Bill of Rights. While
this takes a not-unmerited dig at the double standard some parents set up for the
behavior of children versus adults, it comprises exaggerated characterization, slap-
stick action, trite phraseology, and negative child-parent relationships only slightly
mitigated by humor.
Hutchins, Ross E. The Bug Clan; illus. with photographs by the author. Dodd, 1973. 127p.
$4.25.
For the amateur entomologist, this comprehensive and well-organized survey of
R the insect orders Hemiptera and Homoptera provides a ready reference guide and
5- superb magnified photographs that can be used for identification. The author, after
making distinctions between the true bug and other orders of insects, methodically
describes the families of the two orders of bugs, giving facts about the life cycle,
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habitat, habits, and the usefulness (or harmfulness) to people or plants. Succinct
and lucid, the text is a model of its kind; a classification outline, a bibliography,
and an index are appended.
lpcar, Dahlov (Zorach). The Queen of Spells. Viking, 1973. 155p. $5.95.
The first time Janet met Tom Linn, she was eleven and exploring the Linn's
Ad deserted house; in a flash of lightning a white horse appeared, its handsome rider
6-9 singing the old ballad of the heir of Linn. He promised to come back and claim
Janet when she was grown up, "in seven days." Seven years later she meets Tom
Linn again and conceives his child; is he, she wonders, the same Tom Linn now,
in 1858, as the hero of the centuries-old ballad? He tells her he has been bewitched
by the Queen of Spells in the mysterious Green World; Janet is not sure she believes
him, but she loves him and is willing to fight for him. Obeying his instructions,
she goes at midnight of Hallowe'en to the crossroads where a fantastic parade passes
and there, despite any pressure, any horrible shape that Tom assumes, she clings
to him, saves him, returns with him to the real world and they are married. The
blending of the realitic nineteenth century setting and the fantasy of the Green
World is deft, the writing style is smooth, and the plot is inventive, but the pace
of the story is uneven.
Jameson, Cynthia. The Flying Shoes; illus. by Lawrence Di Fiori. Parents' Magazine, 1973.
36p. Trade ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.19 net.
A tale adapted from the folklore of the Udmurts, a people of the Ural foothills
Ad who, the preface explains, have long lived under Russian domination and have
3-5 kept their animistic faith. Nicely illustrated, the story is mildly humorous but lacks
a dramatic focus: a peasant lad steals the fine shoes of a sleeping old man, having
learned that they carried the old man swiftly and never wore out; the boy is carried
too swiftly by the shoes and his irate master, covetous, demands them. The master
is forced by the shoes into a wild dance, gladly gives them to the tax collector,
who is carried into the sky and loses all his collected coins to the crowd below,
and the story ends with the shoes, freed, flying back to their real owner.
Johnson, Hannah Lyons. Let's Bake Bread; photographs by Daniel Dorn. Lothrop, 1973.
36p. Trade ed. $4.25; Library ed. $3.94 net.
What could be better than a cookbook that tells the most inexperienced reader
R exactly what he needs to know, and nothing that he doesn't? Here, with photographs
3-5 that add to its usefulness, is a text that does just that: takes a neophyte step by
step through the several procedures of breadbaking, beginning with utensils and
ingredients. The photographs show three children mixing, measuring, kneading, and
so on; while the pictures and the simple, clear directions make this a book that
young cooks can use alone, the text has no note of coyness, so that older readers
may feel encouraged to try their hands as well.
Kalina, Sigmund. Air, The Invisible Ocean; illus. by Kazue Mizumura. Lothrop, 1973. 64p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
Illustrated by attractive wash drawings, a text that is continuous, logically
Ad organized, and informative discusses lucidly many aspects of the topic, marred
3-5 slightly by an occasional reference to "nature" making sure of this, not forgetting
that, or calling upon plants to do something. Except for these remarks, the writing
is factual, and the book describes the major elements in air, the carbon-dioxide/
oxygen balance among living things, air pressure, nitrogen in the soil, etc. The
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text concludes with an imaginary balloon trip that enables the author to describe
changes in atmosphere at different levels, and with a plea for control of air and
water pollution. An index is appended.
Keats, Ezra back. Pssst! Doggie-. Watts, 1973. 28p. illus. $4.95.
Like a creampuff, this is far from nourishing but highly enjoyable, the text minimal,
Ad the illustrations bursting with action and color. A cat invites a dog to dance; the
2-4 pair perform (presumably in their joint imaginations) fantastic pirouettes in a series
yrs. of costumes, and only at the end is there another bit of dialogue: "That was some
dance!" Exhausted, they nap.
Kent, Jack. Jack Kent's Twelve Days of Christmas. Parents' Magazine, 1973. 31p. illus.
Trade ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.19 net.
The idea of a happy first day recipient overwhelmed by the cumulation of gifts
R is not new; it's been done in film and print, but it's no less funny here. The text
K-3 consists of the lyrics and is preceded by notation for the melody line. The giver
is a small boy, the delighted receiver of a partridge in a pear tree is a small girl.
By the second day she's dubious, by the third day, taken aback; as the pages fill
with swans, milkmaids, drummers, et cetera, she's frantic (although the five gold
rings win approbation) and by the twelfth day she's running. Both the humor of
the situation and the massing of gifts should appeal to small children.
Latham, Jean Lee. Rachel Carson: Who Loved the Sea; illus. by Victor Mays. Garrard,
1973. 80p. $2.59.
Although the first part of this biography dwells rather tediously on Carson's child-
Ad hood, it is better written than most series biographies for younger readers, and
3-4 the treatment is otherwise balanced. The book describes Rachel Carson's early
determination to be a writer, her love affair with science, and her decision to combine
her scientific career with her writing ability to produce some of the finest of contem-
porary popular science books. The personal material tends to be superficial, so
that the reader learns how Rachel Carson took care of young relatives rather than
what sort of person she was; however, the book does give the most pertinent facts
about a subject who is important because of what she accomplished, and it touches
on the topical issue of pollution.
Lawrence, Ann. Tom Ass or The Second Gift: illus. by Mila Lazarevich. Walck, 1973.
133p. $5.95.
Amiable but shiftless, Tom is the only non-worker in his family, and is given
Ad two promises by an elf-woman: he will be whatever his future wife chooses to
4-6 make of him, and whatever work he begins at sunrise shall be sufficient to the
day. And so, when he meets a bonny girl as he sets off on his travels and Jennifer
says, "Why you great donkey!" Tom turns into an ass. For six years, Jennifer
uses her own wits and the gift of the elf-woman (if Tom starts to count money,
money is there all day to count) to advance her fortune and that of Tom Ass.
Tom reverts to human form when Jennifer explains to the King that her mysterious,
wealthy master is a gentleman; he and Jennifer wed and presumably live happily
and luxuriously ever after. The writing style is brisk and light, the story overex-
tended, with little change of pace or device.
Lingard, Joan. Across the Barricades. Nelson, 1973. 159p. $4.95.
A sequel to The Twelfth Day of July (reviewed in the April, 1973 issue) brings
Kevin and Sadie together several year after their first hostile encounter when, as
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R Catholic and Protestant children of beleaguered Belfast, they had fought about
6-10 demonstrating on the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne. Now they are adoles-
cents, and their first tentatively friendly chance encounter leads to falling in love.
Opposition from both families forces them to meet secretly in the home of an under-
standing former teacher, Mr. Blake. Reprisal against him leads to his death, and
Kevin and Sadie decide there is no solution for them but to go to England together.
This has more focus than the earlier book, and better construction; like The Twelfth
Day of July it gives a vivid if depressing picture of the trouble in Ireland and of
the tragedy of prejudice.
Liston, Robert A. The United States and the Soviet Union. Parents' Magazine, 1973. 281p.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.59 net.
A clear and objective assessment of the relationship between two major world
R powers is preceded by the author's analysis of the reasons for the mutual distrust
7- between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. and the growing similarity that he sees today.
Liston's thesis is that the opposition to communism in this country has been unsuc-
cessful historically, that our support of anti-communist governments has not gained
any advantages for us in the outcome of that support, that we have maintained
friendly relations with other countries that have degrees of Socialistic structure,
and that both countries have had erroneous ideas about the other. The major part
of the book is devoted to an analysis of events from the time of the Russian Revolu-
tion to today, and concludes with an evaluation of the present situation in light
of trade agreements, conferences between heads of state, and agreements on arma-
ments and scientific research. Well written and documented with notes on sources;
a bibliography and a relative index are appended.
Lystad, Mary. That New Boy; illus. by Emily McCully. Crown, 1973. 28p. $4.95.
A new boy has moved in next door, but "He wears funny clothes and big glasses.
Ad he would never ride a two-wheeler without any hands or climb a pecan tree up
3-5 to the very top ... " The parents of the child who is speaking make friendly
yrs. overtures and suggest to their son that he do the same, but he continues the catalog
of imagined deficiences. Then the new boy asks if the speaker would like to see
his pet; there is a counter-offer, and the story closes, "Tomorrow that new boy
and I are going to look for frogs in the creek. His name is Charlie." The theme
of the story, prejudging others, is lightly and not very convincingly handled; while
many children are too shy to proffer friendship, few would assume from appearance
that another child has a particular behavior pattern. Nevertheless, this is appealing
in writing style and pictures, and its message is gently effected.
McDearmon, Kay. A Day in the Life of a Sea Otter; illus. with photographs. Dodd, 1973.
44p. $3.50.
A continuous text describes the way in which a female otter feeds, cares for
Ad her pup, avoids predators, grooms herself, and plays. Some additional information
3-4 that rounds out the picture of the sea otter's habits are included in tle text, such
as the fact that the parents, after mating, had separated. The writing has a static
quality and some repetitive details, and the photographs are of variable quality,
but the book is modestly informative and contains neither fictionalization nor
anthropomorphism.
McGraw, Eloise Jarvis. Master Cornhill. Atheneum, 1973. 204p. illus. $6.25.
Michael was eleven when the plague struck London and he was sent into the
R country; returning eight months later, he found that the foster family with which
6-9 he had lived had all succumbed. Alone and adrift in the city, he was taken up
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by a vagabond ballad singer and later served as servant and student to old Master
Haas, a map maker. While Tom's welfare is the primary concern of the plot, the
setting outshines the action; London, after the plague and during the great fire,
is made marvelously vivid in a story told with brisk pace, colorful characters, and
a wealth of historical detail, with many places, characters, and incidents based on
fact.
May, Julian. Sea Otter; illus. by Bill Barss. Creative Educational Society, 1972. 46p. $4.95.
Like the McDearmon title, reviewed above, this describes the ways in which
R otters feed, groom themselves, play, care for their young, et cetera. The illustrations
3-5 show more clearly the details that are described in the text than do most of the
photographs in the McDearmon book, and the text-although it is similar in style
and vocabulary level-is extended by a discussion of the way in which the sea
otter was threatened with extinction and is now a protected species.
Morgari, Alison. A Boy Called Fish; illus. by Joan Sandin. Harper, 1973. 201p. Trade ed.
$4.95; Library ed. $4.79 net.
The story of a boy and his dog is set in rural Wales, deftly written and, although
R quiet in mood, nicely paced. Fish is quickly established by the author as an outsider;
4-6 the story is told by another boy, Jimmy, who describes Fish's awkwardness in
a ball game, his strange reluctance to get dirty, and-most telling-the fact that
another boy's mother "would have asked us to come in to tea too, but with Fish
hanging about ... " When Fish picks up a stray dog, all the love he has been
unable to express is given to Floss; his dour father and stepmother are disinterested
in the boy. When Floss is suspected of killing sheep, Fish's father decides to kill
her, so Fish runs off to hide in the hills. Jimmy brings food and candles, and he
is trapped with Fish in a severe snowstorm; it is Floss, sent by the boys, that
brings a rescue party. While the plot is not highly original (in David Walker's Big
Ben a dog is accused of killing sheep and is proved to be innocent) the story has
characterization and dialogue that are sturdy, good construction, and more depth
than most child-animal stories.
Myers, Bernice. The Apple War; written and illus. by Bernice Myers. Parents' Magazine,
1973. 32p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
Two kings, quarreling about who was the owner of apples that grew on a branch
M that extended over the royal boundary line, decided to have a war. Unfortunately
K-3 the appointed date was King Sam's birthday, which he had forgotten. He decided
to have the party first and fight later; by the time the party was in full swing,
all hostility had disappeared. The illustrations are scrawly in cartoon style, the struc-
ture slight; what may appeal to children are such humorous details as the king
snuggled in bed with his teddy bear, or hoping to evade the war by wondering
if he might call it off by saying his mother wouldn't let him.
Nagenda, John. Mukasa; illus. by Charles Lilly. Macmillan, 1973. 120p. $4.95.
A story based on the author's memories of life in Uganda is illustrated with
R strong, realistically detailed pictures in black and white. Mukasa is an only child
4-6 whose mother tends to protect him and to dream of a great future; she convinces
his father to send the boy to school, and Mukasa falls in love with learning. The
story doesn't have a strong line, but includes episodes about school, friends, a
death in the family, and Mukasa's delight when his father, after visiting the school,
not only agrees that the boy shall continue but asks if Mukasa will teach him.
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The writing style is smooth, quiet, and serious; the story has little dramatic impact,
but it gives a good picture of Ugandan family life and the changing attitudes toward
education in the 1940's.
Peyton, K. M. A Pattern of Roses; illus. by the author. T. Y. Crowell, 1973. 186p. $4.50.
Kathleen Peyton's earlier books have been outstanding, whether set in historical
R or contemporary times, for their realism and conviction; here she moves into fantasy
6-9 with a sure touch, knitting the story of an adolescent boy of today with episodes
from the turn of the century that link the lives of Tom and Netty, children of
the Victorian era, with today's Tim. Tim's father is a successful advertising execu-
tive, he has given his son all the advantages he lacked, and he cannot understand
why Tim wants to go his own way-if necessary, to work with his hands. Tim's
new friend Rebecca understands, and in helping him uncover the mystery of the
boy Tom, whose drawings he has found and with whom he feels a strange commu-
nion, Rebecca helps Tim find his path to independence. The plot is adroitly construct-
ed, the characters well-defined; although the book has some introspective passages
that move slowly, this deliberation contributes to the understanding of Tim's slow
gathering of enough courage to make his stand for the sort of quiet life he wants.
Politi, Leo. The Nicest Gift. Scribner, 1973. 26p. illus. $5.95.
A Christmas story that gives, both in the text and the illustrations, a colorful
Ad picture of the Barrio of East Los Angeles, a neighborhood pictured as "quaint
K-2 and picturesque," with no hint of deprivation or segregation but a warm appreciation
of family and community life. The story line is not strong or imaginative, but-given
the perennial appeal of a child's love for his pet and the seasonal appeal of a Christ-
mas ending-is durable enough to sustain interest, and the pictures have a colorful,
busy attractiveness. Carlitos and his mother are in a toy store when his dog,
frightened by a toy, runs off; Carlitos hunts for his dog sadly and in vain until-on
Christmas morning-the little dog appears in church "stirring near the Nativity
scene," a too-pat ending.
Prago, Albert. Strangers in Their Own Land; A History of Mexican-Americans. Four Winds,
1973. 226p. illus. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.88 net.
Although this overview of the Mexican people in Mexico and in the United States
R covers so broad a canvas that it cannot give full details on any sub-topic or period,
7-10 it is useful because it combines the information that can be found in Mexican history
books, biographies of political figures, stories of the conquistadors and explorers,
and a discussion of the problems of today's Chicanos. The style is dry, almost
that of a textbook, but the writing is authoritative and the discussion of contemporary
problems especially useful, both for the stand taken by the author on the education
of Spanish-speaking children in our educational system and for the information about
Mexican Americans in the struggle for civil rights. A glossary, a list of recommended
readings, and an index are appended.
Prichard, Katharine Susannah. The Wild Oats of Han; illus. by Genevieve Melrose. Macmil-
lan, 1973. 184 p. $4.95.
First published in Australia in 1928 and later revised, this is a timeless period
R piece, its children as vital and real as Alcott's despite the mores and concepts
4-6 that have changed since their time. Han is the oldest of three children in a Tasmanian
village family, a romping, inquisitive child whose small adventures and disasters
are nicely woven together in an episodic story that has no strong line; the book
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ends with Han (Hannah) at twelve, sovered by the death of her beloved grandmother
and the news that the family must move because father has lost his job, realizing
that childhood is over. The anecdotes are based on family remininscences and have
the vigor and substance of verismilitude to more than offset the trace of sentimental-
ity.
Pringle, Laurence. Follow a Fisher; illus. by Tony Chen. T. Y. Crowell, 1973. 42p. $3.95.
Laws protecting the fisher were passed in many states in the 1930's, since which
R time there has been an increase in the numbers of this once-plentiful member of
2-4 the weasel family. Decimated by fur trappers, the sleek brown animal is so elusive
that its habits are not as well known as are those of most, but there are several
intriguing facts that are known, one of which is that the fisher has an unusually
long gestation period, almost a full year, and another that it is one of the few beasts
that preys on porcupines, which has proved a boon to people who live in areas
where the destructive porcupine is found. The text, written in brisk, clear style,
gives facts about habits, habitat, procreation, and distribution.
Putnam, Peter Brock. Peter, The Revolutionary Tsar; maps and illus. by Laszlo Kubinyi.
Harper, 1973. 269p. Trade ed. $7.95; Library ed. $6.79 net.
A biography of the Russian ruler whose friendships with European residents of
R his country and travels to other European countries led him to radical measures
7- that he hoped would bridge the gap between them and his own backward land.
A robust and volatile man, Peter the Great had unlimited power, but inadequate
means to carry out his plans, hampered as he was by widespread corruption, resis-
tance to change, and the handicaps of both intrigue in Russia and shifting nuances
in the European struggle for dominance. The writing style is competent, the charac-
terization vigorous, and the biography has a balanced coverage of necessary back-
ground information, personal details, and the achievements and failures of Peter's
reign. Appended materials include a diagram of the Romanov family tree, notes
on the major figures of the book, lists of important dates in early Russian history
and in Peter's life, a divided bibliography, and a relative index.
Radford, Ruby Lorraine. Mary McLeod Bethune; illus. by Lydia Rosier. Putnam, 1973.
62p. (See and Read Books). $3.39.
Although more than half the text of this biography is devoted to Mary McLeon
Ad Bethune's childhood, it is adequate as an introduction for primary grades readers
2-4 to the black educator whose courage and determination brought her national recogni-
tion. The writing is simple in structure and vocabulary, the print large, the tone
fairly objective. A list of fifteen "key words" is appended, giving neither definition
nor pronunciation.
Rockwell, Harlow. My Doctor. Macmillan, 1973. 20p. illus. $4.95.
Clear, clean pictures with ample white space as background show the instruments
R and paraphernalia used by the doctor who examines the teller of the story. The
2-5 text is as crisp and simple as the illustrations: "She has a needle to give shots.
yrs. But I don't need one today," or, "She has a little light. She looks up my nose
and in my ears. There is an eye chart for me to look at." The emphasis is on
equipment and, although some of the details of the examination are described, often
the reference is to equipment with no description of use. This makes no attempt
at reassurance, but is matter-of-fact and informative, a useful book for young chil-
dren.
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Rogers, W. G. Gertrude Stein is Gertrude Stein is Gertrude Stein; Her Life and Work;
illus. with photographs. T. Y. Crowell, 1973. 237p. $4.50.
Of this year's bumper crop of Stein biographies, this is the only one written
Ad by a friend; the author met Gertrude Stein as a soldier during World War I, and
7-10 his story of her life therefore has many personal anecdotes. While this adds color
to the book, it also weakens it since Mr. Rogers uses Stein's nickname for him,
"The Kiddie," and he so refers to himself and his wife: "The Kiddies served them
a few lunches" . . . "the Kiddie shimmied up a pole . . ." As Greenfeld does,
Rogers focuses on Stein's life after her move to Paris and the establishment of
the Stein salon, but his account is not as well written, being both awkwardly
organized and staccato in style: "Usually there were servants. But she also had
the benefit of warmer, loving care. Brother Leo squired her around. Some girls
don't like big brothers. Some brothers can't stand little sisters .. ." A selected,
divided bibliography and an extensive index are appended.
Rush, Caroline. Tales of Mr. Pengachoosa; illus. by Dominique Michele Strandquest.
Crown, 1973. 36p. $3.95.
A small girl, recovering from illness, spends much of her convalescence playing
Ad with and listening to her hamster, who talks to her alone because she is "a very
3-4 still sort of person" who knows how to listen. The hamster's tales are about the
adventures of his grandfather, Mr. Pengachoosa, and each is introduced by a small,
occasionally contrived, bit of dialogue between the child and the animal. Mr. Pen-
gachoosa's experiences involve magic, but they are without impact or drama; the
style is better than the substance, the illustrations soft, rather grave pictures in
black and white. A very still sort of book.
Sarnoff, Jane. A Great Bicycle Book; by Jane Sarnoff and Reynolds Ruffins. Scribners,
1973. 30p. illus. $5.95.
A book that gives advice on riding and on adjusting, buying, and caring for a
Ad bicycle is weakened by the crowded format. It is not as well organized as is Bicy-
4-7 cling, by Coombs, but does give more detailed advice on maintaining and repairing
bicycles. Illustrated squibs of historical material, or perhaps jokes, are tucked into
pages (sometimes they are printed sideways) already with laden double columns
of print, assorted type sizes, and colorful labelled diagrams. A brief bibliography
and an even more brief list of sources of information are appended, but there is
no table of contents or index.
Savitz, Harriet May ... On the Move. Day, 1973. 142p. $5.95.
Welcome as is a story about handicapped young people who, confined to
M wheelchairs, participate as fully as they are able, it is a disappointment when the
6-9 story has a plethora of subplots and is written in a mediocre style. The plots are
tied together by the setting, a rehabilitation center for paraplegics, where an over-
protected girl finds she can be independent and enjoy friends, a staunch black boy
comes to the rescue of a recluse via ham radio, the center's wheelchair basketball
team competes, etc. At the close, a man whose son has died pledges a new, much-
needed center as a memorial to his spn. This isn't too sentimental or too melodramat-
ic, and it does make clear the special problems of the paraplegic, but it is still
unfortunately banal.
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Scism, Carol K. The Wizard of Walnut Street; illus. by Martha Alexander. Dial, 1973.
54p. $4.95.
Nine years old, John tries hard to keep his friends from finding out that there
Ad are several things he is afraid of, like going down the big water slide or having
3-4 the new neighbor's large dog come too close. The new boy, Ford, seems brash
to John, and when the Wizards' Club (John and two friends) sets up a Magic Wishing
Well as a money-raising project, Ford joins the production staff. With everyone's
wishes somehow coming true (in one case, the object came as a planned birthday
gift, in another it was already purchased, etc . . . a slight strain on the reader's
credulity) John hopes his wish will, too. He gathers enough courage to try the
slide, he pets Ford's dog, and he suggests that Ford join the elite Wizards' Club.
Nicely illustrated, simply written, but slight and patterned.
Scott, John Anthony. Fanny Kemble's America; illus. with photographs. T. Y. Crowell,
1973. 146p. $4.50.
This has all the ingredients of a tasty dish of biography: a heroine who came
R of a distinguished theatrical family and who leapt into instant stardom with her
7-10 first role; a romantic union between the young, famous English actress and a smitten
American; a stormy marriage that was exacerbated by the English wife's refusal
to accept the slavery system she saw around her; separation from her husband
and children after a divorce (in 1849, a scandal) and Fanny Kemble's subequent
years as a Shakespearian reader and a writer whose Journal of a Residence on
a Georgia Plantation revealed the author's abhorrence of slavery. The book is
a pronounced success, giving both a perceptive picture of a courageous woman
and a vivid picture of the historical period. A bibliography and an index are
appended.
Smith, Doris Buchanan. A Taste of Blackberries; illus. by Charles Robinson. T. Y. Crowell,
1973. 58p.'$3.95.
Jamie is given to exaggeration and to dramatizing whatever happens to him, so
R when he writhes on the ground after a bee sting, while the other children simply
4-6 run off screaming, his best friend-who tells the story-is mildly bored and goes
home. Then he is smitten with dismay when he learns that Jamie has died, victim
of an unsuspected allergy. This is touching rather than depressing, a candid picture
of a child's reaction to death, a story that shows the perception and sensitivity
of children. The story ends with the never-named child bringing Jamie's mother
blackberries, just as he and Jamie has planned to do, and she understands that
he is offering more than the berries . .. " And you be sure to come slam the door
for me now and then," Jamie's mother says gently.
Sternberg, Martha. Japan: A Week in Daisuke's World; illus. by Minoru Aoki. Crowell-
Collier, 1973. 44p. $4.50.
A day-by-day account of the activities of Daisuke Araki, a seven-year-old who
M lives in a Tokyo housing project, gives some idea of the similarities and differences
3-4 between urban life in Japan and in the United States, but the text is weak in several
ways. It refers to "Chinese characters" on one page, while another picture of writing
is described as "characters . . . in Japanese", which may cause confusion. Some
of the days are described in full; some begin with phrases like, "There are several
errands that must be done this afternoon," and the major weakness is that the whole
book has the aura of text contrived to fit a series of photographs. Good photographs,
flat text.
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Supraner, Robyn. Would You Rather Be a Tiger? illus. by Barbara Cooney. Houghton,
1973. 30p. $3.95.
Deft, engaging illustrations add to the humor of a series of verses that ask, for
Ad example, "Would you rather be a bird or be a child?/ Would a little beetle drive
K-2 bird parents wild?/ If a bird was eating worms/ would his folks scream, 'You'll
get germs!'/ Would you rather be a bird or be a child?" Each rhyme uses a different
animal and a habit that is natural to it; while the repetition of form in first and
last lines becomes rather dull, there is plenty of humor in the concepts, and the
verses have a swinging lilt and rhythm. The last page, which offers the only contrast,
reminds the reader that human parents hug and kiss, so "Would you rather be
a tiger or a child?" Looks as though tigers have more fun.
Syme, Ronald. Verrazano; Explorer of the Atlantic Coast; illus. by William Stobbs. Morrow,
1973. 95p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
A good biography of the Florentine explorer who sailed' up the coast of North
R America searching for a passage to the Pacific in 1524. Sent by the French king,
4-6 Verrazano was hunting a trade route; his hopes, based on erroneous information
about the continent, were not fulfilled, but he did find New York Bay and was
treated with great courtesy by the Indians of the region. With records lost, Ver-
razano's voyages were not acknowledged until the end of the nineteenth century,
when an Italian scholar discovered the explorer's manuscript in a private library.
Like all of Syme's books, this account of the man for whom the Verrazano bridge
is named is lucidly written in a direct, brisk style and is based on careful research.
A bibliography is appended.
Thomas, Dawn C. Pablito's New Feet; illus. by Paul Frame. Lippincott, 1973. 63p. $4.95.
When he lived in Puerto Rico, Pablito had had polio; now he lives in New York
M and his family often talks about the possibility of an operation that will enable
3-4 him to walk. Grandfather Rivera is adamant: it cannot be; but for once Pablito's
quiet grandmother speaks up and begs that the boy be given a chance. So Pablito
goes to the hospital, has two operations, and walks for the first time when Tommy
Agee comes to the ward to dispense autographed baseballs. The book gives a good
picture of the solidarity of the larger family, but is otherwise quite contrived and
slow-moving.
Ueno, Noriko. Elephant Buttons. Harper, 1973. 28p. illus. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed.
$3.27 net.
A wordless picture book tells a story that is easy enough for the small child
Ad to follow but is slight in that it exploits and extends one joke: an animal with buttons
2-4 that pop open to show a smaller animal, et cetera. The elephant, horse, lion, and
yrs. so on down to a tiny mouse follow a pattern broken only on the last page when
the mouse's buttons pop open and an elephant balloons out. The pages are free
of clutter, the animals should appeal to children; the humor ,ef the illustrations is
slight, a pale reflection of the humor of the concept-but that is really all the book
has: one concept.
Walker, Mort. The Land of Lost Things; illus. by Dik Browne. Windmill, 1973. 28p. $5.95.
Busy cartoon-style illustrations, in double-page alternations of color and of black
M and white, give some vitality to a fanciful story about a lost child. The humorous
3-5 details of the story compensate for the purposefulness of the message: children
yrs. should know their father's full name (not their mother's?) and their address. The
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story creaks along for the most part, but it has some action sequences and the
pictures help. Lost in the crowd at a beach boardwalk, Tad enters the Land of
Lost Things, the Boondocks, where Booney the forgetful attendant dutifully
sprinkles rust, cobwebs, and other appropriate signs of dereliction about. Tad helps
him, they become fond of each other. Tad is stolen by the Finders-Keepers birds
and rescued by Booney. When Tad's father's lost wallet turns up, the "magic
words" (name and address) are uttered and Tad finds himself at his own gate with
a policeman.
Weinland, Thomas P. Social Science Projects You Can Do; by Thomas P. Weinland and
Donald W. Protheroe; Illus. by Ted Schroeder. Prentice-Hall, 1973. 141p. $4.95.
Two or three pages are devoted to each of fifty-seven suggestions for investiga-
Ad tions, the projects ranging from comparing the garbage in poor and wealthy
5-7 neighborhoods, or conjecturing about changes in the future, to investigations of
propaganda or the gun control laws and opinions about them. Although the preface
gives some good advice about research methods, collation of findings by using ques-
tionnaires, making graphs or charts, using visual aids, and seeing the limitations
of conclusions, this is not a text on research. Nevertheless, despite the superficial
nature of some of the projects and the brevity of all of them, this does suggest
both the concepts of scientific approach and the varied and extensive areas of the
social sciences. An index is appended.
White, Edgar. Omar at Christmas; illus. by Dindga McCannon. Lothrop, 1973. 29p. Trade
ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
The day before Christmas Eve, and a small black boy is tremulous with excite-
Ad ment, hoping it will snow, hoping his mother will let him skip school and see the
K-2 decorations downtown. Omar's mother agrees to take him downtown, not to sightsee
but to help her at work. She cleans and cooks a large meal for an elderly white
couple whose books enthrall Omar; asked what he'd like for a Christmas present,
he chooses one of the books. Late at night they go home, the streets are filled
with snow, Omar has his book, and "everywhere and all at once it was Christmas."
The story is weakened by digressive passages, especially at the beginning of the
story: Omar's affection for a girl (he's in second grade, she's in third); an episode
of the past, when he was at camp; the punctuality of a woman who lives across
the street. The illustrations are vigorous but cluttered, the story unfocused but useful
because it is one of the few black Christmas stories we have.
Wilson, Ellen. They Named Me Gertrude Stein. Farrar, 1973. 134p. illus. $5.50.
Although the second half of this biography gives fairly good coverage of Gertrude
Ad Stein's years in Paris and her involvement in the artistic and literary circles of
7-10 her time, the first half moves slowly-and at times tediously-through her years
as a child and a young woman. Much is made of her relationship with May Book-
staver, a friendship that is not described in the other biographies (Burnett, Greenfeld,
or Rogers) that have appeared in the past year. The style is adequate, the treatment
unbalanced. A bibliography of writings by and about the biographee are included,
as is an index.
Wuorio, Eva-Lis. To Fight in Silence. Holt, 1973. 216p. $5.95.
A World War II story is set in Scandinavia, using the members of a large family
R as focal points for description of the war in Norway and in Denmark, and moving
5-8 back and forth to follow the fortunes of branches of the family. The book begins
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peacefully with a family reunion at grandfather's home, Gormsgaard, on an island
near Copenhagen. The family separates; the Nazis invade; Norway fights and Den-
mark is taken over with almost no bloodshed. The Norwegian branch scorns the
peaceful Danes, but as the war progresses, they see that a flat country is more
difficult to defend than their own, and they also see that the Danes are fighting
in their own way. The pace is fast and exciting, the characters well-defined, the
setting vividly evoked. The story ends with almost all who are alive and able in
the family working toward one goal, the magnificent rescue operation mounted by
Danish citizens to send Danish Jews to a cooperative Sweden, certainly one of
the proudest events in a nation's history.
York, Carol Beach. Takers and Returners; A Novel of Suspense. Nelson, 1973. 123p. $4.50.
Julian, fifteen, was the oldest of the small group of children who had always
R spent their summers together, and it was he who came up with the idea for a new
6-8 game. It was hot, they were all bored, and it sounded like fun-although thirteen-
year-old Ellen, who tells the story, was dubious about the morality of what Julian
proposed. One team would steal something; the other team would have to return
it without being caught by adults; it wasn't really stealing, Julian explained. As
the children become more and more audacious in their game, the feeling of imminent
catastrophe grows. And it comes. The story ends, "We were all losers." Not mina-
tory, but effectively sobering, the story's serious them is alleviated by the action
of the ploys, the sound characterization, and the skillful building of suspense. Prob-
lem, conflict, and resolution are adroitly structured in a tight plot.
Young, Miriam. Christy and the Cat Jail; illus. by Pat Grant Porter. Lothrop, 1972. 92p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.78 net.
Ever since a cat had killed her parakeet, Christy hated cats, and now she had
Ad decided she was going to set up a cat jail, hoping to catch the black cat she had
3-4 seen kill a baby rabbit. She did catch Patches, and gradually discovered that her
concern and amusement were growing; by the time Patches had a litter, Christy
really loved her cat-but its owner came and took Patches and the kittens. Christy
had also been adjusting to the arrival of a baby sister, and had just begun to
appreciate her and to realize that it didn't mean that she, Christy, wasn't loved,
when her happiness was completed by having Patches' owner offer her the pick
of the litter. Not a strong story line or an unusual picture of adjustment to a new
baby, the book's only facet that is different from many other stories of pets that
must be given up is the start: hating cats. However, the story is pleasantly family-
centered, the dialogue is natural, the writing style is competent, and the ending
is satisfying.
Young, Miriam. A Witch's Garden; illus. by Charles Robinson. Atheneum, 1973. 156p.
$5.50.
Clover Lake is a community for WASPS, twelve-year-old Jenny realizes, and
R has several club member who talk kindly about what nice people the Greens
5-7 are-but, you know, let one Jewish family in ... and then they'll all pour in. Furi-
ous, Jenny damns the whole committee of the club. And then a new family arrives,
young and charming, and Mrs. Matthews becomes Jenny's friend. But she's odd:
she keeps a rat as a familiar, and her garden is all poisonous plants, and she seems
to be taking credit for every trouble that assails the committee members. Is she
a witch? Jenny frets and worries, never quite able to ask. Then a storm creates
havoc at Clover Lake, and when it is over the Matthews family all seems to have
changed and bcome more conforming. The book ends with Jenny still in doubt,
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but with a change in the composition and attitude of the club committee, presumably
a shift away from prejudice in the offing. The theme is not belabored but is strongly
drawn, and the lively episodes carry the story forward at a brisk and well-sustained
pace. Good characterization, good style.
Zalben, Jane Breskin. Cecilia's Older Brother. Macmillan, 1973. 26p. illus. $4.95.
Tidy little pictures illustrate a story that is a variation on an old theme: sibling
M rivalry in which the addition of a new baby shifts the pattern. Here the advent
3-5 of the baby, at the close of the story, is used only as a base for suggesting a new
yrs. victim; Cecelia has been the scapegoat until now. Most of the story concerns the
older brother's ways of mistreating Cecelia and their parents' ways of trying to
find new interests for him. The story is slight, and its implication that Cecelia is
never at fault seems as unrealistic as the parental treatment of a bully: give him
anything he wants to distract him.
Zemach, Harve. Duffy and the Devil; a Cornish tale retold by Harve Zemach; with pictures
by Margot Zemach. Farrar, 1973. 35p. $5.95.
A variant of "Rumpelstiltskin" is told with verve and relish and illustrated in
R a high-comedy style; the pictures are soft in tones and bold in execution, beautifully
5-8 detailed, echoing the strong style of the text. Duffy is a servant who has been
hired by the Squire because she has said that she spins like a saint and knits like
an angel. (She lies like a trooper.) A devilish little creature appears who promises
to fulfill her tasks but exacts the penalty: if she can't tell his name after three
years he will take her away. Three years later, Duffy has become the Squire's
lady; she tells her husband the whole story and he cleverly learns the creature's
name: Tarraway. So Duffy is spared, but the devil-made garments of the Squire
vanish, and the portly gentleman is suddenly left with only shoes and hat to defend
his modesty. Very funny, very handsome, this is based on a Cornish dramatization
of the folktale and it conveys fully the dramatic flavor of the source.
Zolotow, Charlotte (Shapiro). Janey; illus. by Ronald Himler. Harper, 1973. 24p. Trade
ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
A gentle, wistful monologue by a child who misses the best friend who has moved
R away. She remembers the things they did together, the way they sometimes said
2-3 the same thing at the same time, "And I remember sitting on the steps in the
sun and not talking at all. There is no one else I can sit with and not talk." Few
writers see so clearly from the child's viewpoint, but this gentle liebeslied may
not appeal to all children, since it has little humor or action; the appeal probably
is to children old enough to have experienced a comparable situation rather than
to the preschool child.
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